
THE MILANI
BUILDING

The Mi lanis  have  a  r ich  his tory  o f  the ir
trave ls  f rom I ta ly  to  l ive  in  Appanoose
County .  One  o f  the  ta lents  they  brought  to
America  was  the ir  beaut i fu l  art i s try  in
frescoes  and moldings .  They  made  use  o f  the
loca l  gypsum when the  loca l  gypsum mine
was  up  and running .  They  found i t  to  be
except ional  in  qual i ty .  This  bui ld ing  i s
adorned  with  these  f rescoes  and moldings
that  were  done  over  100 years  ago .

They  opened  an ice  cream par lor  and café  in
this  locat ion  around 1900 .  J im Mi lani
donated  severa l  photos  o f  the  bus iness  for
their  use  in  i l lustrat ing  loca l  h is tory .







In  the  1940s ,  the  café  c losed  and the 

bui ld ing  was  occupied  by  Waughops  Maytag 

and Appl iances ,  then later  the  Iowa State 

Employment  Of f ice ,  then the  Mi lanis  once 

again  occupied  i t  with  the ir  law of f ices .  

These  h is tor ica l  sketches  were  compi led 

and provided  by  the  Appanoose  County 

Histor ica l  Society .
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