
APPANOOSE
COUNTY

COURTHOUSE
This  bui ld ing  i s  actual ly  the  th ird  Appanoose 

County  Courthouse .  

The First  Courthouse :  The f i rs t  Appanoose 

County  Courthouse  was  a  log  cabin  on  the 

south  s ide  o f  the  Centervi l l e  Square .  I t  served 

from 1848  unt i l  1863 ,  but  i t  was  far  too  smal l , 

so  the  second courthouse  was  be ing 

considered  as  ear ly  as  1856 .

The Second Courthouse :  T imes  were 

part icu lar ly  d i f f icu l t ,  so  the  rea l i ty  o f  a  new

Appanoose  County  Courthouse  d idn ’ t  see  the 

l ight  o f  day  unt i l  1860 ,  when a  proposed 

courthouse  cost ing  $15 ,000 was  voted  upon

and won.  Money  appropriated  from the  sa le 

o f  swamp land a long  the  Chari ton  River 

he lped  to  fund the  construct ion .  The 

foundat ion  was  la id  later  that  year .



Construct ion  began,  but  the  Civi l  War 

de layed  the  construct ion .  And a  h igh  wind

b lew down the  west  br ick  wal l  and further 

de layed  construct ion .  The  second

Appanoose  County  Courthouse  was 

completed  in  January  1864 .  I t  was  a 

beaut i fu l ,  majest ic  bui ld ing  in  the  center 

o f  the  courtyard  that  served  from 1864 

unt i l  1881  without  i ssue .  But  on  Ju ly  4 , 

1881 ,  a  f i reworks  d isp lay  s tarted  a  f i re  in 

the  cupola  o f  the  bui ld ing ,  destroying  the 

cupola  and second f loor .  I t  was  patched  up 

and used  for  a  whi le ,  but  in  1891 ,  i t  was 

condemned .  



So ,  the  second f loor  was  removed  and the 

bottom f loor  remained  as  an  ug ly 

remnant  o f  the  once  gorgeous  bui ld ing . 

They  ca l led  i t  ’ the  Sheep  Shed ’ ,  and  i t 

was used  for  another  few years .  I t  was 

torn  down in  the  spr ing  o f  1903  to  make 

room for  the  new,  current  Appanoose 

County  Courthouse .



The third  Appanoose  County  Courthouse , 

the  bui lding  we  know and love  today:  

The proposi t ion  to  spend the  money  for  a 

new county  courthouse  fa i led  a  few t imes 

be fore  some major  e f forts  were  made  to 

br ing  people  around to  understand the  need 

for  a  new fac i l i ty .  A f ter  us ing  the 

d iminished ,  inadequate  bui ld ing  that  had 

been damaged by  f i re  in  1881  for  severa l 

years ,  i t  was  t ime for  a  new bui ld ing .  In 

the  November  e lect ion  o f  1902 ,  i t  f ina l ly 

passed ,  i ssuing  $75 ,000 in  bonds  for  the 

new courthouse .  Archi tects  were  Smith  and

Gage  o f  Des  Moines  and the  contractor 

chosen was  loca l  Wi l l iam Peatman.  The 

cornerstone  was  la id  on  May 21 ,  1903  by  the 

loca l  Masons  o f  Jackson Lodge .  The  box  that 

was  put  into  the  cornerstone  inc ludes :  a 

bus iness  d irectory  from 1902 ,  a  l i s t  o f 

a t torneys  in  the  county ,  a  copy  o f  the 

Iowegian ,  and other  area  newspapers  a long 

with  some other  leaf le ts  and information .  



Construct ion  began in  earnest  and was 

completed  on  schedule  in  Ju ly  o f  1904 .  

Peatman’s  b i l l  was  $69 ,900 .  The  p lumbing 

and heat ing  by  a  separate  contractor  was 

an addi t ional  $5 ,500 ,  which  used  up 

a lmost  a l l  o f  the  a l lo t ted  $75 ,000 .  There 

was  nothing  le f t  to  furnish  the  bui ld ing . 

Some furnishings  from the  o ld  bui ld ing 

were  used  and the  Board  o f  Supervisors 

spent  an  addi t ional  $6 , 140 .77  on 

furnishings .  And there  were  other 

unforeseen expenses  as  complet ion 

neared .  When construct ion  was  completed 

in  the  summer o f  1904 ,  the  tota l  cost  was 

$90 ,000.  

The  courthouse  was  dedicated  on  Monday , 

September  12 ,  1904 ,  the  f i rs t  day  o f  the 

fa l l  term of  the  court .



A few years  la ter ,  there  was  an at tempt  to 

raise  money  for  a  c lock  to  be  insta l led  in 

the  tower  above  the  courthouse .  With  very 

l i t t l e  luck  in  rais ing  funds ,  weal thy 

bus inessman J .R .  Wooden s tepped  in  and

donated  most  o f  the  money  to  complete 

the  pro ject .  The  courthouse  c lock  was 

insta l led  in  1905  and a  huge  ‘ thank you ’ 

ce lebrat ion  was  he ld  as  a  surprise  for  J .R . 

Wooden on March  14 ,  1905 .  

In  2004 ,  a  100-year  anniversary  o f  the 

courthouse  was  he ld  on  the  lawn of  the 

courthouse  with  many digni tar ies  and 

speakers  on-hand to  mark  the  specia l 

occas ion .


